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DA allots P34M to rehab rice terraces, enhance ‘heirloom rice’
Mhay 9, 2013

QUEZON CITY - The Department of Agriculture has earmarked P24 million for the
restoration of typhoon-damaged portions of the Banawe rice terraces.

#nother P10M is also alloted to further develop and increase the production of
traditional or ‘heirloom’ rice varieties for both domestic and export markets, the

Department of Agriculture said Wednesday,

The restoration of damaged terrace walls and irrigation canals, particularly in Barangay Batad, Banawe, fugan, will
be completed by June 30, 2013, said Department of Agriculture assistant secretary and national rice program
coordinator Dante Delima,

Thus, this coming main season, Delima said Ifugao farmers will be able to plant their traditional or heirloom rice
wvarieties in as many paddies as possible in the world-renowned Banawe rice terraces.

The DA led the Banawe rice terraces restoration project, which started in March 2012, by sharing P24.3 of the
total project cost of P26, 5. It was initiated by Secretary Proceso J. Alcala, when he visited Ifugao, on November
25, 2011, Several portions of the Batad rice terraces were damaged by typhoons “Pedring” and “Quiel” in 2011,

Other agencies that pitched in are the Provincial Government of lfugao (P1.05M), Department of Social Welfare
and Development (P1M), Municipal government of Banawe (P50,000), and Barangay Batad (P20,000).

Delima said the DA is allotting another P10M to enhance the development and increase the production of
traditional upland or heirloom rice varieties like tinawon, unoy, and dalican,

The amount will fund several projects and initiatives proposed by Cordillera rice farmers during a seminar-
warkshop, held April 29 to May 1, 2013, at the Banaue Hotelin lfugao,

Delima has instructed DéA-Cordillera regional directar Marilyn Sta, Catalina to help farmers identify, assess, verify,
and consolidate their project initiatives and include these in the DA-Cordillera regional work and financizl plan far
implementation beginning this yvear.

The planned projects include: establishment of a reaionzl heirloom rice processing center (RPC) in Lamut, fugaa,
and zatellite villaze RPCs in different which will be equipped with micro mills, pedal threshers, and appropHate
mechanical and solar dryers; and construction of tramlines.

Sta. Catalina said the additional funding will mean a lot in further enhancing the production of heirloom Hee
wvarieties, particularly those planted in fugao rice terraces.

She also cited the efforts of Rice Inc., a non-government organization, led by its executive director Vicky Garcia,
which coordingtes with farmers® groups the export heirloom rice vareties to the United States, Last year, it
exported a total of 24,000 kilograms or 24 metric tons (T) of heirloom Hee to the US, and another 30T this
yearn

In all, Delima zaid the DA aims to help maintain the sturdiness of the rice terraces and empower Hugao farmers so
they could sustain the production of heirloom rce varieties for domestic and export markets,

He zaid as of &pril 30, 2013, %8 of the damaged terrace walls was restored, 21 communal irrigation systems were
repaired, and five solar dryers were establizhed in different sites, including a community seed bank, and conduct
of 16-week farmers® field school attended by 43 fugao heirloom rice producers,

To date, 10 heirloom rice varieties were collected and purified, while 600 kilograms of seeds were stored as part
of the community seed buffer stocking, Delima said, (By Adam Borja, D& Mat®l Rice Program; and farlo dsis, Di
Information Service)
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LATEST NEWS

President Aquino urges...
'Pfesidpnt Benigna Aquino Il on Thursday urged the
~ Bangsamoro Transition Commission (BTC) to draw up
oqr}sst the draft Bangsamoro Basic...

. read more:

President Aquino cites up...

President Benigno 5. Aquino Il has cited the
University of the Philippines iedical Alumni Fund
’lnc. (UPMAF) for its contribution...

§ wwtead more

President Aquino approves...
President Benigno Aquino |l has approved the
* abolition of three government-owned and

controlled corporations linked to the Priarity
evelopment Assistance...

© ... read more

Palace: PARR adopts 4 pilot...

The government has adopted four pilot areas for
rehabilitation in the wake of super Typhoon
Yolanda (Haiyan), Malacafiang said Friday....

w read more

President Aquino orders...

President Benigno #quino Il on Thursday ordered
the Cabinet to draw up a comprehensive disaster
preparedness plan in time for...

W read more

LATEST SPEECHES

Message of President Aquino to the
University of the Philippines Medical

Alumni...

fiessage of His Excellency Benigno 5. dquino Il
President of the Philippines To the University of
the Philippines Medical dlumni...

.o read more

Message of President Aquino to the
Young Men's Christian Association of
Manila...

fhessage of His Excellency Benigno 5. Aquina Ill
President of the Philippines To the Young Men's
Christian dssociation of Manila On..,

w Fead more

Message of President Aquino for the

Chinese New Year

Miessage of His Excellency Benigno 5. Aquino
President of the Philippines To the Filipino-Chinese
Community For the Chinese Mew Year [Released...

. read more
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