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Rice terraces farmers see brlghter
future with export of traditional rice

By Rohert L. Domoguen

Munoz, ueva Ecija - Lakay
Relfin Cigalon, well known
Tinawon rice grower from
Mumphalia, Hingvon, [fugas
waited patiently for the machine
aperator 1o deciare (he righl
clearance for the mechanical
threshing and milling of the tra-
ditional rice they brought with
them all the way From Ifugas.
At 76, lakay Delrin is visiblv
the oldest fraom ameng 32
farmer-participants fom Hugao
and Kalinga who visited the
Philippine Rice Research Insti-

e {PhilRice) and Bureau of

Postharvest Resecarch and Ex-
wension (BPRE) last week, Their
vigit here was organiecd by the
RICE, ingand Da-REL-CAR o
allow them the opportunity to
evaluate rice threshing and mill-
g equipment models with po-
tengial for 'memwmcu: and s
for traditional fco.

As lakay Delfin, lemll} ap-
preciafed the demaonstrations of
the potential benetits of mod-
erm lechnology 1o highland vice
terraces farming, like the shoer-
ening of the time and cast of
labor, he becams anxious to
hear if the machines already pre-

sented can mill the rice to his

satisfaction. Will the machine-
milled rice be equal 1o hand
pounded rice?

As we waited for a positive
answer, Lakay Delfin.made his
gppeal saving that any mecha-
nization intervention tw dupli-
cale hand pounding in the
threshing and miliing of madi-
tional dee must also give “due
respect and cignity that we give
to our vice, Milled traditional
rice,” he said, “must not be oo
coarse when cooked snd salen
8% in brown or unpolished rice
or too white and lacking in fla-
vor as in well-milled rice. In the
provess of milling, wastags

st bE minimized to the mini-
mum.” Afier se --:- trials and
Eu USInEnLs, ng |a s u\"l'

mician and T"hll Dpcrﬂtnr found
the right milling clearance and

immediately gave lakay Delfin
and Ms, Vicky Carcia, Rice [nc
Execulive Director a sample of
the milled Ifugao traditional rice,
Lakay Delfin and Ms. Garcia
gave their nod of approval far
the ethnic and export quality of
the milled rice. Lakay Deifin still
had his miseivings on the scat-
tered graing on the floor during
threshing, “1u take: much from
us to grow them and we hate
seeing thems being scattered this
war,” he safd, However, this
practical discovery that feadi-
tional rice can be milled to a
“hand-peunded auality,™
added fuel wo lakay Deifin's
hope that rice terraces farming
can vel be helped Lo bring about
o better feture for his children
and their children's children.

Fakay Delfin is nol alone in
this aspieation Lo see the rice
erraees become profitable and
relizble as a source of incoms
and livelitiond in ihe highlands

of Hugac.

The presence ol many par-
ticipants in this field irip dnd
their interest to explore appo-
priate ways of mechasiizing their
post harvesl operations is an
indication of their renswed in-
tereat and hape in rice tormaces
farming as a susiainable source
of food and income, according
to Mr. Alfonzo Kavong, Mo-
nicipal  Agriculturist  of
Hungduan, Ifugan,

Thiz revival in rice terraces
farming siaried since Miss
hlary Hensley of Eight Wonder,
Ine and Ms. Vicky Garciaof Rice
inc implemented the Cordillera
Heirloom Kice Praject in [fugao
and Kalinga last vear. This
project implements susiainable
econamic development and cul-
teral revitalization through the
production and sale abroad of
traditionally-grown rice from
the riee terraces, he added,

For this vear, Mr. Kayong
noted that farmers have been
returning to cultivate aban-
doned rice terraces. “Many of
them have also increased their
commitment to deliver maore

than 100 kilos each of rice [or
export to the TS A through the
Condillera l feirloom B |..&F'rﬁ_|¢.,t
and the Rice terraces Farmers
Cooperative of Ifuzao and
Falinge,” M Kayong said,

Mrs. Linda Bindadan of
Panaue, [fugao returhed o mes
farming sarly this vear sfier fry-
ing her hand in “several busie
ness purswits.” Married with
vwr children, shie welvomed the
news that the traditionalls
groown rice from the rice terraces
o be exported o the TSA,
After participating in the brief-
ings conducted by RICE. Inc,
she joined the Rice Terraces
Fumaers Cooperative of Ifugao
and Kalinga and aow looks
anesd e d betier future for her
family.

T am glad with thiz new de-
vielopment in riee terraces farm.-
itz It gave me (he opporiumity
to rotum to my roots and he
quietly pre-occupied with the

Cnitty-gritly and simple plea-

sures of rice terraces farming
with my family, Linda explained.

With their small fam, Linda
eslimated that she can harvest
and szl for expart about 3040
bundies of riec or more or less
360 kilograms of milled rice. *|
can still increase this by work-
ing as a tenant for those who
have bigger rice tands.” She
explained that in Ifugao, a rice
tenant gels 50% share of all the
harvested vice from the ten-
anted [and.

The rice Lerraces farmers of
[fugao who participated in this
field trip to Philkice and BPRE
are simple folks whose daily
pre-oconpation are focusad on
the art of mountain rice terrac-
ing and how to make it work
and serve legitimate human
needs, They said that “other
pursuits and pre-occupations
that distueh the peace and des
strov life do not jike and be-
long to rice rerraces farming
and the community e thal we
all ultimately aspire for in
Tfugao and clse whurc: in lim re-
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Bonwe, Mo, Prow. - The Re
gional Development Counci
lvere last week arped all local chiel
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and  members. of  local
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