Morales training
like hell for
Pacquiao bout
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‘Pre-trial to boost
delivery of justice’

Chief Justice Arbemico
Panganiban is encouraging
courts and lawyers fo use
pre-trial proceedings to
speed up the delivery of jus-
1i.-;1:'1|11hrr|1ur|'.r:.":|:|'-d declog:
court dockets

Speaking in a conference
ot j|||_1!:|-e-;. clerks of court,
prosecutors and lawoers at
the Westin Fhilippine Plaza
hatel in l”..mil}' by, pﬂllﬁﬂl'li-
ban said the pre trial would
help appellate courts decide

LN Cans,

explainged.

Pre-trial proceedings or
conferences would shorten
trials because prosecutors
and defense lavyers can al-
ready thresh out and limit
the issues and facts that
would be discussed befon:
the trial itself, Panganiban

It is useful in the appeals
process because the appellate
courls would be oriented on
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Cordillera heirloom rice

ith the
UNESCO
Decade of
Education

tor Suslainable
Dew |~I||F.v1'n ent
[DESD), we were

looking bor a medel of
a community project
in the Ifugac Rice
Terraces to be added
to the UNESCO
World Heritage Site
{WHS) Endangered
List. To b wargurt ¥ of

e nomination that

By PRECIOSA
S. SOLIVEN

R
. would award 512,000 annually for two
. consecutive {cms, the Inmovative Program

. should be s ining. The enly project we

- could think of then was the new activities
initlated by the Hugao State College of
.ﬁ.g‘rimllhlm and Fnrq:r.fr:r' {IS{;A['] in rrai'ni:r,
their students, wha were the children of lfugao
Tice P!Iarm;:m, to renew their ancestral skills in
carving, weaving, planting Indigenous
xpﬂ:imm'q, (=] Ii.n:n']lI arts, etc.

Itis & pity that it is only just recently that I
met |'u1.:r:,r n:sl.e:,-'. a bormer L5 Peace Lk:lrpﬁ
Volunteer in Kalinga
and now the founder
of Eighth Wonder,
together with Vicky

Garcia who hqarfs
RICE [Revitalize
Indigendous

Cordllleran
Entrepreneurs, Inc.)
and whose self-
sustaining project of
Erowing and
marketing  lfugao
tinmar and wpoy Tice
could have won the
ACCU-UNESCO
Asla-Paclflc
Innovative ]"‘r\.;-gr.tln-
for ESD. They called
om mi at our LINESUO
Mational Cormmission
{UN.-\(_I}M] affice

Liesting: assistance
to be officially intro-
duced and linked to

Wk

The Hingyon harvesters stopped for

The Mayoyac farming village in lfugao, one of the
Tive clusters of UNESCO World Heritage Sitas

lunch breal

#

HMearly 400 llugao and Kalinga farmens,
of government, attended the launching

k. Traditlonaily, they

take home a rice bundle carrying it like a hat over their heads.

the Department of Agriculture, which our
[ O Culture Commitiee Chair Carmen
Fadilla 'rn:m.all}' attended to, We also linked
them wﬁ the FAQ Rome project that consld-
ared finanring i1m::-|:i:i|:ing'in:iti.tri1.'c: of miarkaet-
ing and producing these tradltional rice vari-
wties, This is their story
THE NATIVE RICE AND MAGNIFICENT
RICE TERRACES: THE FUTURE OF
IFUGAQ AND KALINGA PEOFLE
“Evenafter 30 years, | vividly remember the
aroma of the native oy Tice a5 it was cooking,
It was so wonderful, so intense that 1 eould
h‘l;::lsijr wait to eat it That memory led Mary
Hensley to dream of the day when the native
rice from the famous rice terraces of northern
Luzon would be served in the best restavrants
in North America and be sought by pourmets
from arounid the world, the day whemn Bamsas
and |r|rﬂb|. e Ii:ugml and Kn}inﬁn names for
their native rice, would summon visions of the
P]'li.'li.lppdnﬁ-.-. just as jasmire and basmati evoke
Thailand and India, respectively. Those visions
inspired Ms, Hensley o found the Cordillera
Heirdoom Rice Progect and eventually ]T'iEh'lh
Wonder, Inc., a marketing company in the
United States, which promotes the sale of

M ’ . ]
Like In Hocos region, the traditional practice
Is 1o the the harvested rice into bundles and
kaying therm out in the san to dry,

heirleom rice from the Cordillera.

The native rice and the magnificent rice
terraces of northern Luzon are the legacy and
the potential futuse of the Hugao and Kali
o ".E.'-mt'd:lnmﬂwmtpmu:luntaimbieaﬁ;
Philippine rice terraces are an engineering
masterpiece and a stunning testament to the
indigenous culbures that have revelved around
rice. ecok; Y
for cenfuries, In 1995, UNESCO enlisted five of
the most spectacular terrace clusters in lfugao
asa World Heritage Site. These dramalic lerraces
wire the first sabes bo be drﬁign:thed withim the
category of “living cultural landscape.”

Yel many factors, both natural and man-
made, are bringing about a slow but steady
degradation of the rice terraces and a
:urrrupnndin% demise of the indigenous
cultures that have revolved around these
terraced Inn-.{x-ra]'.!q's. Lack of economic
qpﬁ:&wtumt}' is forcing the younger generation
tor leave terrmoe F.'l:rm'ing anid sea for mone
lucrative opporiunities elsewhere. Al current
doeneaie Prices, thars 15 no incentive for the
commercial production of traditional varieties.
Adapted for high elevations, the native
varieties ane m'lrﬁro]u:rmt and pest-resistant
but also very slow maturing, requiring a
gmw:in spasom of 5% to eight munlriu:.
IlJJ.DJﬂ%FUGAﬂ AND KALINGA FARMING

FAMILIES STILL WORK THE TEREACES

Awcording to UNESCO, 25 percent of the

Constructi
WHS rules

not o destroy the landscape architecture. This cascade of the

Banawe is called the Hapao Sphder Web.

her with
the Cordillera Helrloom Rice Project, ﬂ;ainlaad by RICE and Eighth Wonder
that will aasist the Rice Terraces Farmers’ Cooperalive in expanding their production of tinawaon

~ harvesting of thelr crops.

s amcd rebatiomeship to theenvironment

e

iwes from the regional, provincial and municipal levels

and unoy rice,

:\. 1
ik Lt

The Hugao rice ritual is
priest to ask the

fo

The tielde turn !g:!:w during each harvest
season like this ue Amganad Harvest of
2006 whan 62 Hugao farmers harvested the
tinawon rice from the terraces. They now
promote the revival of traditional farming

clices ol albupog (bayanihan or community
E:dng? in maintenance of the terraces and

remalning terraces are now abandoned, and
Ll}go;“diﬁnuf culture of -:nrl;munitj.r Ii.-ie
LT = disa arng. Alt l.'n.l.;l_‘q]ﬂ AT

100,000 faremi h'lgﬁeiﬁ,m | work the lmxc;
e mmlcngeueh:rpment project has ever
focused on making traditional rice varicties a
source of economic opporlunity. The farmers
in lfugan and Kalinga have never sold their
native rice om a commercial scale.

When no NGO or alternative trade
organization expressed interest inasalating the

every terrace, protectin

Usually, o waomen do the rice planting,
lerrace of %u Because of the steep terrain, all farming must be
dane bz hand. Therefore, the cost of production is almost three limes
that of relevation farms where machinery and modern hybrid rica
varigties can be used, |
farmers, Vicky Garcia from Cavite undertook the challenge and
tounded RICE, Inc. Ms. Garcia and Ms, Hensley were classmates and
are both graduates of the master’s program in Intercultural
Management at the School for International Training in Vermont, USA.
Tluoughwnrlﬁlmpa, train and retworking with Ilwnis\m"c'mmi,'nr
units and other MGCs, RICE is building the gnd e between farmers
and the export market. ﬁg&mximai&] 370 farmers from five
municipalities in lfugao and 200 farmers from four municipalities in
]I;Zn]lnga are currently partidpating in the Cordillara Heirboom Rice
roject.

To test the market, one metric ton of heldoom varseties of o
and wnoy were shipped to the United States, which resulted in an
enthusiastic response from restaurant chefs, food writers and specialty

rice gods for a bountiful harvest. -

The Hungduan spirit flower (encircled) can be found on nearly
g the rice againat evil spirits.

prj ect

To expand the volume of production, Eighth
Wonder and RICE financially supporied the
establishment of revolving seed banks in both
lfugao and Kalinga. Here, Banaue Municipal
Agricullurist Jimmy Cabigat oversees
distribution of 500 bundles of certified Hnawon
anvd wnoy rice seeds.

celebrated by the local i.ll.lrn.bqki

....,.l_.;f"‘...

food distributors. In erder to coordinate the
roduction of rice on a commercial scale, the
armers organized and registered the Rice
Terraces Farmers’ Cooperative. Monthly
reetings are being held to plan strategies for
increasing production and instituting quality
control standards, RICE, Ine. is facilitating
workshops on all phases of the business
enterprise, from production to export. This is
in preparation for invelving the farmers as
equity owners in the international marketing
enterprise, Elghth Wonder, Inc.

TWENTY TONS OF TINAWON AND

LUNOY RICE FOR EXPORT IN 2007

With the assistance of the Banaue and
Hingyon Municipal Agriculture offices,
a [_"'r':r.'\ti:I:IHbE'J'\' 1,250 ki.lug'mrns of quali_t}'
planting seeds for these two teaditional varseties
were distributed to 210 participating farmers.
Planted in December M{U‘ESE were larvesbed
last une. Meantice m Kaling, 750 kilos of seeds
were purchased and distributed o faemess for
their Lll!.-'mplanli After harvest, a similar
ammmant of I|.1_'|.- sevds will be returmesd
i the seeTban for distribution to other
nterested farmers. With the 2006 harvest just
cornpleted in Iugao, the Cooperative was able
tor ship five fons of frswon to the United States
last week and Kalinga is expected to ship four
bores o oy cicer i Decenber. The farmers expect
b et 200 Bnns in WHT

TFI.E project has received support and
encouragement from the Agriculture
Secretary Domingo Panganiban, the
Mational Food .'\.I,Irhl:ITi_l_‘}'. UE Peace Corps,
and UMESCO, RICE is working closely with
the Kalinga Provincial Department of
Agriculture (OPAS),
the Kalinga Muni-
cipal Agrimhu;e
Offices of Tabuk,
Loubuagan,
Tirl,%l,a].ran and Pasil,
the I:-l.l.‘!gal:l Provincial
Agricultural and
Environment
Resources Office

L e
houses within the rice terrace area is a violation of the UNESCO Z
at they should be built along the border (butfer zones) so as "

into the terraces.

uam The Banauve Gohang demo seedbeds planted with the cartified
Rice Terrace sirelching along the ane-hour mountainous road ride towards  native seeds of tinaworn and unoy are waiting lo be ransplanted

[TACHWRO), as well
as the Municipal
Mayors and
Agriculture Offices
of Banaue, Kiangan,

Hingyon,
Hungduan  and
bayoyvao.

Mome information
on- the Cordillera
Heirloom Rice Project
can be found on their
pr\c:-je-:l! website at
T, AL



